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Abstract

The great Indian Bengali author Rabindranath Tagore attained global
fame about one hundred years ago on being awarded the Nobel Prize
in Literature. He was the first non-European writer to have this honor.
Soon after it he became an international figure. His writings got to be
translated in almost all the prominent languages around the globe. He
started touring the wotld with his humanistic philosophy and ultimately
it turned into celebrity lecture tours. In his each visit he encountered
with leading writers, intellectuals and statesmen of that particular land
and impressed them with his amicable and refined personality.
Considering oneself as a world citizen, Rabindranath always aimed at
bringing the 'East' and the "West' together for the betterment of the
wotld. Thereupon, he was considered, later on, not only the voice of
India, but the voice of emerging World. This essay presents a review of
the book Rabindranath Tagore: One Hundred Years of Global Reception,
edited by jointly Martin Kampchen and Imre Bangha with Editorial
adviser Uma Das Gupta. In this essay, primarily an attempt is made to
introduce the nature of book to the reader who yet to read it or collect
it. This book is an anthology on the acceptance Tagore made
throughout the world in the last hundred years. There are 35 essays,
arranged by region or language group. Those remind us how
Rabindranath has been received from 1913 until today. They inform us
about the nature and history of Tagore's translations into other
languages, the impact of his visits and lectures, his meetings with the
notable intellectuals, cultural movements responded to him differently
and controversies.
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The Visit of the greatest poet born in modern India will be a great
stimulus for us to take an interest in Indian thought. There is a
tendency among the Japanese in general to ignore India's
philosophical ideas because of the country's political subjugation,

and thus to dismiss Rabindranath as one who has come from a
ruined nation. This is a great loss for us.
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I think it was only a year ago that you (Rabindranath) suddenly
gained popularity. This was only because translators and
publishing houses were trying to make money by intruducing
something new. We intellectuals were not really impressed by your
poetry or philosophy since your ideas were very different from
those of outs.
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To you Tagore I come

You who said the truth

The rules of the past were not mistaken

To tell the life and the story

Frankly and metaphorically
For the hand of God has refined you.
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[Rabindranath Tagore]’s work, as well as himself, was a bridge

between India and the world. Admired by the greatest in Europe,

such as W B Yeats and Andre Gide, in the Hispanic countries he also

had numerous and fervent readers.
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