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Abstract

The sphere of Bangladeshi folklore is immense and rich in diverse elements.
This unique folk culture is well-heeled with diverse, multidimensional and
internal dynamism in the wider surroundings of our social and geographical
structure, influence of rivers and climate, anthropological diversity and
characters, behavior-belief-values, notion-tradition, world view and mental and
psychological state and ever changing trend. The folk culture of this land has
changed their religious features due to various histotical and social projections
and powered evolution in touch of the ethnic peoples of this land as well as
expatriate communities. Thus the culture got a unique shape of worldly and
life-otiented culture. On the occasion of annual worshipping or seasonal
event, the devotees put their god on chatiot, cart or sedan and in procession
travelled from one place to another place. The modern Jatra’ came out of this
procession. It means that at the inception ‘Jatra’ was a part of religious
practice which in course of time turned into folk drama. Gradually, ‘Jatra’
evolved from its religious identity into performing art depicting socio-political
issues. Literature, history and biography of famous personalities also became
the base of the plot of a jatra performance. For example, ‘Lenin Jatra’, ‘Hitlar
Jatra’ or ‘Ram Mohan Jatra’ in West Bengal and Amolendu Biswas’ ‘Michael
Jatra’ in Bangladesh became popular. This evolution of fatra’ is discussed in
this article in light of internationally practiced theoties and methods. The
article heads towards modern and scientific methods of folklore research
considering the theoties of Richard M. Dorson from USA, German scholar
Johann Gottfried Von Herder (1744-1803), Grimm brothers, Henrik Porthan
and Elias Tonnrot from Finnland, William Thoms and Bishop Petcy Thoms
from England, CW. Von Sydow (1878-1952) from Sweden, Chek scholar
Dusan Zbavitel, contemporary folklore theotist Dan Ben-Amos, Richard
Bauman, Alan Dundes, and Hermann Bausinger. Moreover, this article
analyses the folklore practice of Bengali folklorists Rabindranath Tagore,
Abanindranath Tagore, Reverend Lalbihari De, Sir Sharat Chandra Mitra,
Dakkhinaranjan Mitra Majumdar, Upendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury, Dr.
Dinesh Chandra Sen, Khan Sahib Abul Wali, Abdul Katim Sahityabisharad,
Gurusaday Dutt, Muhammad Shahidullah, Chadrakumar Dey and Ashutosh
Chowdhury and discussed their importance and limitation.
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Folklore research shown that tales, and many other items of folklore, have traveled
from culture to culture and across national and linguistic boundaries throughout
history. While each people may leave their special impression on a tale, no one
culture can claim ownership. Questions of origin, even if they could be answered
(and they usually cannot) fade into irrelevance when one considers the variable
experiences a tale acquires during it life history Folkloristics and Indian

Folklore—Peter Claus and EJ. Korom, P.6.

® 6 ¥ v

€. ‘Performance usually suggests and aesthetically marked and heightened mode of

communication, framed in a special way for an audiance’.— Richard Bauman.
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Q. NRET FSANE O FIPCETI-56- TP 9F AR, R I JR&@JNAT
U T ST B0 | A GRS e 0T ORI (I et G
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b'. Journal of American Folklore, Vol. 59. October-December 1946, Np. 234-107
Bengali Proverbs— By Charles Ferguson and W.D. Perston.

&. Performers do not repeat their texts word for word but introduce changes into
them. Even if these changes are insignificant (but they can be very great), even if
these changes that take place in folklore texts are sometimes as slow as geological
process, what is important is the fact of changeability of folklore compared with
the stability of literature.’ V. Propp, the History and Theoty of Folklore.

So. ‘The central concern of the field is to discover the patterns, functions and
meaning of those communicative resources...

55. ‘A different stance, one long familiar to anthropologists and now championed by
many folklorists may be called the ethnological orientation. Its main focus is the
group of people that produces the lore and provides the live cultural matrix
within which a text is articulated and understood.” Dynamics of Folklore, Second
Edition 1996, p. 4-5.

5. Folk Ballads From Mymensing and the Problems of their Authenticity Calcutta
University 1963.

9. Ballad-«R &Rs*37 G Mot I 8 TG O I@eet GRif5S; ‘e
FRBT AT AGRTS | LI A8 TPVF 77 | WAT FRIL A=
MW, @ TE@EAE HRAL NG AT | AT SifgFeitd aR WS-
ST TSR ST (TR (Genre) TICHIT IREITACT QTN I |

58. ‘A work of folklore exists in constant flux, and it cannot be studied in depth if it is
recorded only once. It should be recorded as many times as possible. We call each
recording a ‘variant’, and these variants are something completely different from a
version of literature made by one and the same person,” p. 8, V. Propp, 76:d.

5. See'The Dynamics of Folklore Barre Toeklen, Boston 1979.
b, Folk Culture in A Wotld of Technology : Herman Bausinger 1990.
59, TFPHITER PTRAIZT AR AT AT Pl (T Tt et s s |
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