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Abstract

Works of Abdul Karim Shahityavisarad and his unique fame are at the
center of Bengali literature and culture. Firstly, his devotion towards
outlining a comprehensive history of Bengali literature, his collection
of hundreds of manuscripts of Bengali works written by both Hindus
and Muslim poets as well as his competent work in collating, editing
and interpreting literary texts had been some of the most significant
historic events in themselves; secondly, his numerous essays based on
the primary source materials at his disposal had been invaluable in
adding much to the repertoire of literary chronicles of Bengali
literature in the pre-colonial period; thirdly, his sagacity, historical vision
and unique expertise in editorial work on punthi manusctipts are
testimonies to his genius and erudition. This article is a study of the
various universe of Abdul Karim Shahityavisarad from a multi-
dimensional point of view: In addition we place him in a comparative
vein with other leading historians of Bangla langnage and literature, as
well as comparable forcign figures such as Finland's Mikael Agricola,
Elias Lonnrot, and Hentik Gabtiel Porthan and Germany's Johann
Gottfried von Herder, Immanuel Kant, and England's Bishop Thomas
Percy. We firmly expose the way a Bengali genius made his mark in the
study of oral traditions and the manner in which his work was
appreciated worldwide.
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a nation...has nothing more valuable than the language of its
fathers, In it lives its entire spiritual treasury of tradition,
history, religion, and principles of life, all its heart and soul.
To deprive such a nation of its language, or to demean it is to
deprive it of its sole immortal possession trasmitted from

parents to children.?
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Rabindranath stated that the nursery rhymes like rainless
clouds in an autumnal sky move about lightly from place to
place; they are never staticc We could not have known the
distance the nursery rhymes covered in the course of their
migration unless we could have known the existence of
number of them which originated one time at the remote
border areas of west Bengal and spread as far as the farthest
corner of East Pakistan (now Bangladesh). The following
sleep-inducing song is a remarkable instance to prove the
statement of Tagore.>

:arg.wﬁhm@‘ﬁrm
I AEHRE LT TN

=

oMeT 5 A6 G737 SEHF



oo ST, WERT [00¢

WG ATOIN BB O 92 &ww W (@ Rawiiy e Efre st
SIF T Gy

firm woilt “FeReR e @ @ I Yoo T AT IR
s Fom I RURTS a 92 |EE ©f QFife W T TRey 1R
e | et Qe 2eifh o

(R N Gt TSt I < (A
TS QI (ITATR <L) Tea e 198

O TP R IR ARG Swod-q FHHIN (T T &
MO (vatiation) FRAT FCH ©f I :

N g oMot euige ¥ wige e |
four =i¥a i <Eer Ao oo ey 1°¢

% ST TR FIHZ LT | T SRA WT AL | * APIS
CIfFE pEAIeI TSl | I TSI e IR FEMReW ol | rivea @
wirer We iR 7, AW IwIeR Ryew R ARTET e
PR Ewieet wwiftw fom it 17

HRET FRN ARGRERGR BT R fs @t ey o
CIETE ©. wetel Sinif | o w-Remw Rew Ne 9 |®Ew
stereotype JIFCHT SAFRCS FAEW Reare #yRe Iy BRewak o/t
Errgie | e éEr-oal au | rTeT SRInE Frte:

But marriage songs as used to be sung by women members of

the Muslim community had nothing in view of this kind and

they directly expressed genuine human sentiments. There is

no 8Sita, but only darling little daughter, no Ramachanda but

only a beloved son. Therfore, marriage songs as collected by

Munshi Abdul Katim Sahittya Visarad from the members of

his own community in Chittagong have special merit-both

literary and sociological.”®
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