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Abstract

In this short essay, I give an overview of the research and the fieldwork
I have been doing in the last year as a post-doctoral fellow at I.’Orientale
University of Naples (2023). Source-wise this methodological note
will serve as an aid for my ongoing research and hopefully for other
scholars researching on religious and literary cultures at the crossroad
of manuscript and print in modern South Asia. I first joined the ERC
Project “Sivadharma” in Naples with the main task to search for any
reference and material related to the Sivadharmasastra, also known as an
upapurana, in modern Bengal, although with little output. I followed in
R.C. Hazra and Haraprasad Shastri’s footsteps to find out that Shastri’s
rediscovery of Sanskrit and vernacular manuscripts in the late 19th
century and Hazra’s historical and critical study of the Puranas were
complementary ventures in many ways. Both projects had a tremendous
impact on shaping a national Bengali literary and cultural identity before
and after British rule. Therefore, I re-tailored my research project to study
the composition, circulation and impact of Puranas in modern Bengal;
a virtually little-known topic, if one excludes the more canonical middle
Bengali mangalkabya, often described as local puranas. I here survey a
section of the manuscript and printed sources of so-called “Bengali
puranas” composed or edited in Bangla verses in colonial Bengal.
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