G 38, M2 Sb SRR ToETET 2035
Vol. 14, No. 16 BHABANAGARA December 2021

STIYPTEF IV A (IR B, FEPT ANSFNG G ATNRNE TF

CA-FIRFA GG FOILTF AT T
AN LI HGACEH FAA- A==

AR BT AT A e o W'wlmtﬂmn
A e o e it e

mmaaﬁmsﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁa
;‘\ waﬂmms{ TA-0958

TR =T A WA o TR TRt S el (S T
PR (2 @73 effe TR T GRS T2 oMy
A B mmmﬁvmw

| G

7 faee 8 Wi 7o sr Aferife 2 | 3o 3 s
g e, a3 faefo =i ) sivg Sz ¢ e e
|

The Cultural Institution of Baul-Fakir
Sadhusongo as Practised in the Lineage of
Lalon : Description and Analysis

Deborah Eliette Cukierman



Abstract

In this article dedicated to the memory of the daughter of her guru Fakir
Nabhir Shah, Ranjona Fakirani (Buri Ma), who passed away suddenly in
July 2021, Deborah Eliette Cukierman (alias Deborah Zannat) takes
on an important chapter in the Baul-Fakir culture: the sadhusongo.
As both a yogin sadhika and an academic researcher, she uses her
own field observations and practices, discussions with sadhugurus of
the Lalon lineage, and theories from anthropology and sociology, to
weave philosophical meaning into the descriptions of what it takes for
a sadhusongo to run out successfully. From the preparations and rules
of invitation, to the event’s full timeline, spanning from the songs of
inauguration and set-up of the main asana (seat of the Divine) with
offerings of food and flower, light and incense, through the habits of
discussion in music medium, all the way to the high point of resolution
steeped in narrative-based myths of Radha-Krishna — no part of the
cultural event is left untouched. Her hope is to help the reader produce
a proper conception of what sadhusongos are about, and remove false
ideas related to the lineage of one of the most talked-about spiritual
sects of Bengal, by showing in simple straightforward terms what idealist
humanism can — and should — be about.
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