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Abstract

This article provides a short biographical sketch of Srisacandra Basu /
Vasu (1861-1918), one of the most important Bengali author-translators
of the nineteenth century. Special reference here is given to Basu’s
parentage, family, and ancestral home in what is today modern
Bangladesh, as well as his experience at college and university in Lahore.
I further attempt to demonstrate how his unique upbringing and the
early loss of his father contributed to his interest in spiritual pursuits and
membership in a variety of societies current at the time, such as the Arya
Samaj, Dharma Samaj, and the Theosophical Society. Finally, some
consideration is given to the fact that his translations and yogic
commentaries were later adopted by Europeans interested in yoga, such
as for example Carl Kellner, Theodor Reuss, and Aleister Crowley who
all utilized his editions of Hathayogic texts. As such, Basu’s work formed
an important avenue through which teachings on yoga spread among
alternative religio-philosophical and occult traditions.
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In those days the syllabus of studies was stiff and with little choice. In
the First Arts Examination every one had to take up English,
Mathematics, a classical language, Ancient History, Deductive Logic
and Psychology or Inorganic Chemistry. we were all surprised to see
that Sirish Chandra, a Bengali boy, took up Persian and Arabic, instead
of Sanskrit and in the University Examination tock up Inorganic
Chemistry instead of Psychology, which he had studied all along. when
the result was out Sirish again topped the list of successful candidates.
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He had the special gift of attracting his pupils to him and for many
years Sirish and I with others used to visit his home every Sunday
morning. He talked to us freely on such subjects as social, religious and
political reform and sowerd the seed which developed to a matured
growth in many of his pupils. Mrs. Oman was always very kind to us
and took great interest in her husband’s pupils.
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He owed much of his knowledge of Hinduism and the rites and
ceremonies of Guru Gorakhnath’s sect to this ascetic, whom he
always held in great reverence.
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